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Workers at Worthington Libraries Win Union Vote
Overwhelmingly

Columbus, OH — Librarians and other workers at Worthington Libraries voted 80-10 (89%)
to form their union with the Ohio Federation of Teachers, according to election results that
were released today by Ohio’s State Employment Relations Board (SERB). The organizing
campaign was driven by concerns that too many library policies, including health and
safety concerns and paid leave policies, were being made without any input from library
employees.

“I had seen so many of my coworkers try to change policy for the better, only to watch them
be shut out again and again,” said Kristina Kesselring, a Circulation Assistant at Northwest
Library. “We knew that organizing our union would be the best way to support each other
and have a say in how library policy affects us and our patrons. Now that we’ve won, the
power to change our working conditions is now in the hands of the most talented and
passionate people I've ever met, and | can't wait to see what we can do!”

“We organized our union because equity and democracy are pillars of public libraries,” said
Libby Vasey, a Librarian at Worthington Park Library. “All workers at the library, especially
those who work directly and daily with the people we serve, should have a voice at the
table where workplace decisions are made.”

Worthington Libraries are now only the second library system in central Ohio where
workers have organized a union, but their organizing campaign has sparked interest from
librarians and workers at other libraries.

“As a statewide union of educators and public service workers, OFT members know how
vital our public libraries are for students and communities throughout Ohio,” said Melissa
Cropper, President of the Ohio Federation of Teachers. “By forming their union, these
workers are taking the first step toward uniting for better jobs and stronger libraries in
Worthington.”

The organizing campaign was publicly launched in June, when the organizing committee
filed a request for voluntary recognition along with signed union cards for approximately
70% of eligible employees with SERB. More than 700 people, most of whom were local
residents and patrons, contacted the Libraries’ Board of Trustees to ask them to voluntarily
recognize the union. The Board rejected this request but did pledge to remain neutral
throughout the process. In September, State Representatives Beth Liston and Dave Leland
and Ohio AFL-CIO President Tim Burga joined community supporters and library workers
for a community solidarity rally to kick off the union election period.

“I am so proud to welcome the librarians and library workers at Worthington Libraries who
stood up, not only for their rights at work, but also to improve the quality of the essential
public services they provide for the community,” said Randi Weingarten, president of the
American Federation of Teachers. “They will join 1.7 million AFT members, including
thousands of public employees at libraries around the country, who know that by coming
together in a union they can make possible what’s impossible to achieve alone: a voice at
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work, dignity and respect and fair wages and conditions. They are an inspiration, and it is
an honor to fight alongside them.”

“Organizing has been an incredibly uplifting experience for me,” said Brian Caulley, a
Circulation Aide at Old Worthington Library. “Even though we work in different branches
and do many different jobs, my colleagues and | came together with a common goal of
making our libraries a better place to work and a stronger institution.”

The organizing committee will now be reaching out to all members of the bargaining unit,
regardless of whether or not they supported the union, to ask about their priorities for
contract negotiations and to make a plan to elect a representative bargaining committee.

While the new union still must negotiate and ratify a contract, many workers are already
seeing the positive effects of forming their union. “I've been truly inspired by how this
organizing campaign has strengthened my relationships, both old and new, with coworkers
across this organization,” said Josh Nickler, a Librarian at Old Worthington Library. “To see
how each one of us have grown over this process and stepped into roles outside of our
comfort zones in order for this union to succeed.”
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