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As of Nov. 18, the Worthington Libraries staff union is officially recognized as a bargaining unit by the State
Employment Relations Board, according to a member of the organizing committee.

That is the date the results of the Oct. 20 vote count were certified, said OldWorthington Library librarian
Kristin McCormick.

"We are really excited to start the next steps and to finally have that seat at the table where decisions are
being made," McCormick said.

The library system's board of trustees declined to contest staff's vote to unionize, which took place over a
two-week period starting in late September and was approved by a tally of 80 votes in favor and 10 against,

according to McCormick.

"We didn't even consider contesting the vote," board of trustees president Lauren Fromme said. "It was very
clear what the staff desire was, and we just look forward to moving forward on a cooperative basis."

The union has multiple next steps in the works moving forward. One of them is determining priorities for
contract negotiations with Worthington Libraries management.

Among the major issues being considered are parental leave and wage increases, McCormick said.

She said a survey gauging staff priorities for negotiations was expected to conclude by the end of November.

The other major task is putting together a staff bargaining committee to negotiate, she said. The committee is
expected to include a dozen staff members representing a mix of job titles, departments and locations within

the three-branch library system.

Ultimately, it might be a few months before the bargaining committee and management reach agreement on
an initial contract, McCormick said.

There currently is no timetable.
"It all really depends on how willing all parties are to negotiate," she said.
sborgna@thisweeknews.com

@ThisWeekSteve

Copyright 2021, The Columbus Dispatch. All Rights Reserved.



	Contract negotiations poised to begin after - Columbus Dispatch, The: Web Edition Articles (OH) - November 24, 2021 - page 1

