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Almost 90% of librarians and staff at Worthington Libraries have voted to form a union, making them one of
just a few library systems in Ohio to do so.

The final tally, 80-10, or 89%, was tallied Wednesday morning after being verified by Ohio's State Employment
Relations Board (SERB). The union will be with Ohio Federation of Teachers, which represents 20,000 active or
retired public employees, mostly teachers and public workers.

At SERB offices Downtown about a dozen librarians cheered when the results were announced, according to
Tara Shiman, a youth services librarian at the Old Worthington branch. About 120 employees will comprise
the union.

Shiman said she was thrilled with the vote and expects overall service and programming to improve at the
libraries.

"When staff who come to work feel valued and feel they have a voice, the general atmosphere is going to be
better," she said.

Staffing may also improve, she continued: "We have seen so many wonderful people leave due to pay and
benefits."

The campaign to organize began earlier this year and was driven by concerns that many library policies,
including those dealing with health and safety and paid leave, were being made without input from library
employees. Ballots were mailed out Sept. 28 and returned Oct. 12.

The librarians had sought to have voluntary acceptance of their union, but the library's board voted against
that in June, agreeing at the same time to not interfere in the organization efforts.

Chuck Gibson, library director, said he's not sure how the process will work, but said he's committed to
working with his now-organized employees to provide them a great work environment.

"I'm not sure yet," he said. "This is the first experience I'm having with a union."

Asked about changes in service, he said he hopes the public doesn't see any.

"I think that our patrons have had incredibly great service, and I expect that to continue. This is one incredibly
professional staff," Gibson said.

Several employees have shared their grievances with management, however.

"I had seen so many of my coworkers try to change policy for the better, only to watch them be shut out
again and again," Kristina Kesselring, a circulation assistant at the Northwest Library branch, said in a
prepared statement.

"We knew that organizing our union would be the best way to support each other and have a say in how
library policy affects us and our patrons. Now that we've won, the power to change our working conditions is
now in the hands of the most talented and passionate people I've ever met, and I can't wait to see what we
can do!"

Libby Vasey, a librarian at Worthington Park Library, said in a statement. "We organized our union because
equity and democracy are pillars of public libraries. All workers at the library, especially those who work
directly and daily with the people we serve, should have a voice at the table where workplace decisions are
made."



The three-branch system with about 150 employees is now now the second library system in Greater
Columbus to have union organization. The other is Fairfield County District Library. Not all of those
employees, including management and other sensitive employees, will be eligible to be in the new bargaining
unit in Worthington.

Worthington's success may spark interest by others, however, according to Melissa Cropper, president of the
Ohio Federation of Teachers.

"As a statewide union of educators and public service workers, by forming their union, these workers are
taking the first step toward uniting for better jobs and stronger libraries in Worthington," she said in a
statement.
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